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year, the Republicans fave a pain of 
1,234, in @ total vote. of 5,370, this year, 
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- egpsnianepriiemeeetemsecten 
‘There seems to be & prospect of stirring 
events daring this month both in Russia 
and Afghanistan: Gen.  Stewar?’s. pro- 
jected advance upon. Ghuani will test the 
strength of ‘the “‘impregnable fortress,” 
whose single capture, in 1839, was achieved 
through the betrayal -of a weakly-guarded 
gate by a deserter, The concentration of 
troops in. St.Petersburg, under such ‘a 
leader ag Gen.‘GourKHO, willptobably keep 
the Nihilists quiet-for the present; but other 
and more serious troubles than the fresh 
;postponement..of the Czar’s long-moditated 
reforms loom in | the: immediate future. 
That a woman 80 well known as. VERA 
SassuLrrog should have shown herself in a 
public theatre, under the very eyes of an 
officer whom she had tried to murder, seems 
to confirm-the theory that her arrest’ was no 
accident, and that sne fias bean deliberately. 
sent into the enemy’s camp to obtain infor- 
‘mation; to create a fresh scandal, or to make 
another and more successful attempt at as- 
sassination, 
—______—_—_—_—_— 
THE LESSON OF THE: DEBT: STATE- 
MENT. 


According to the Treasury. statement, 

which we publish. this” morning, the reduc- 

---- 100 | tion of the public debt during the month of 

Tnpnbed ante vet Office at New-York W.-Y, 44 snd | Pebrnary was, in ‘round numbers, $6,000,- 
000, This reduction was made possible by 

the large increase in the Customs revenues, 
Paris Office of Tun Tricas—Bureah of ‘The Paristan, No, | Which are about $6,000,000. greater than 
© Rue Scribe. for the ‘corresponding month last year, 
ey agent bles i. war ny | Pedy tars while there has also been an advance over 

Bak tea tae eatin * vene* | last year of @ million ‘and three quarters in 

. the internal revenneés.. The increase in the 
(" Advertisements for Tau Wurkny Tores | Customs duties is only the natural conse - 
daust be handed in before 6 o’clo¢k this evening. quence of the train of events which has 
been going on for months past, and réquires 
The Signal Service Bureau. report indicates | DO speciak comment. It is only necessary 
for to-day, in this region, clear or fair weather, | to rematkin passing that, so far as can be 
colder northerly shifting to watmer. ‘southerly | jadged from the report8 to date, our 
winds, siationary followed by falling barometer. | imports are increasing. principally in arti- 
Se cles’ of luxury, ‘and. the ‘inflation ‘and 
When M. De Lessers' appeals to: the | speculation’ which we have © frequent- 
sapitalists of Europeto furnish him with the | ly noted are bearing their inevi- 
trifling sum needed to pierce the’ isthmus, | table fruit in the. imdulgence of ex- 
he can, at least, declare with the utmost | travagant tastes. - Whether the country is, 
confidence that there “is in © the | on the whole, benefited by a tariff system 
United States no. public © sentiment | which limits exports principally to food- 
worthy of the name “which favors | stuffs, and imports in great part to articles 
any § interference with the project’} of luxury, isa question which we have. not. 
on political grounds, ‘The eminent and | now to.consider. We wish rather to direct 
fairly representative speakers at last night’s | attention to the manner in which the ppblic 
dinner. closed the accumulation of: testi- } debt has been reduced, and to the manner 
mony on that point, and did it in’ a way |in which it might have been reduced, had 
to leave. but ‘little room‘ for debate. It | not our.statutes fixed a hard and fast rate 
“would, doubtless, be of more material | for the guidance of the Treasary. 
assistance: to M. .De > Liagsseps Gould |. As a matter of fact, the reduction has 
he. go. to. the | Européan’ ‘“Boursés | taken place in consequence of thé purchase 
with the assurance that half the capital he | of bonds for the sinking fund, to which the 
needs would be furnished on this side of the | payments on acconnt of ‘the arrears of pen- 
Atlantic. All the éclat which. the Panama | sions constitute an offset. The bonded: 
project has gained from the continuons £6t-.| debt was reducell in. February by nearly 
ing of its author will not, however, convince | $11,500,000, while. the disbursements for 
‘the American investor*that he cannot: make | pensions haye been about. $6,000,000. 

» ‘& better use of his money. “The ‘canal will:|’The: payments on the bonded debt 
be constructed, if at all, by the money of | leaye- it at $1,770, 000,000; which 
people who have not at their own doors a jis \ shout. $27,600,000. Sia than 
large assortment of productive enterprises, | at thé close of the fiscal year. _ Unguestion- 
Yielding a high‘rate of profit. ‘ably, such a liberal:payment of the bonded 

debt has its advantages. It reduces the an- 
4 is not at all improbable that the rule | nual interest-sharge by 4 million and # half. 
under which Speaker RANDALL has #0 inex- | It strengthens the oredit of the Government 

‘ yorably suppressed the Greenback resolution | at home and abroad, and especially abroad, 

of Mr. Weaver will, some day, be employed | where the generous meeting of Govern- 
to’ plague its inventors.” The Speaker's | mental obligations in. advance is ‘a novelty. 
tule is that when-several members ate, con- | It cannot help. but aid the process of refand- 

fending for the floor, he will ‘recognize the | ing the outstanding high-rate bonds, when. 
representative of a committee rather than | it shall be undertaken, asitis probable that 
one who desires to speak on somé general’ | it soon will be, «And were the financial’ af- 
"aspect of public ‘business. “Yesterday Mr. | fairs of the nation upon a safe footing at 
“RanpaLn had eight different applications | home, there would be every reason to con- 
from committees to be recognized t make: gratulate ourselves upon this general result. : 
motion to. suspend: the rules; and the irre- | But our financial affairs—we cannot repeat 
4 pressible. Weaver was calmly informed: it too often—are .yery far’ from being 
that all these must be’ exhausted before he |.on ®, satisfactory ‘basis, ‘and of.,this the 
>| could. ‘have’ @ shance. to be heard. ‘Treasury statement itself . contains the evi- 
age * With the , eertainty befors him that | dence, which is emphasized. by the facts 
ae Monday of ° the’ ‘Be8- set forth in our Washington dispatehes this 
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J some action from it likely to be accepted, or 
eo: | to work out of the. results of. ite labor the | 

| ay, and | needed modifications of the law.. But 80. 
ebadtsaliy lat tke: 


the House, Mr.) Weaver, ‘my as well post- by law must 
his xésolations till the. Screed quidiaimeokehia @s peal ak: 
however, | emt me eompleted by the act of 


‘in’ their. condemnation of the 


“by instructing the committee to report, {' by: 


“well enough to have’ joint special commit- 


pacity to redeem, But the statute remains. prerangyqgeamicoseypnndot a 
whieh gives’ to every note an indefinitely | the understand: 


multiplied power to draw“ coin” from the : 
| ‘Treasury, ‘as well as the other whieh is con- | 
crats joining to give. emphasis to the rebuke. 


astantly increasing the percentage of doepre-: 
‘elated silver in the coin late During the 
last month the ‘net’ gold balance has 
decreased . by. $2,000,000 and the. silver . 
has increased by the same sum, The latter 
now. reaches $41,500,000, or 271g per 
cent. of the net cash balance'in the Treas- 
ury... Under these ‘circumstances, it is’ 
not untimely to call attention to the ¢s- 
sential error in'.the employment of 
the. surplus ‘revenueés—en > error’ ‘san¢-. 
tionedand made compulsory by the stat- 
utes, but therefore only the more serious, 





—_—_—_—_—— 
SOME VISITING STATESMEN, 


Frangiseo Sand Lovs and the. business men 
Instead of buying interest-bearing bonds at,| whom they eall upon contain much curi- 
@ premium before they. are due, the "| ous reading. It does not seem to be thought 
ury should be allowed and) required to re- | an impertinence for a crowd of men and 
deem.and cancel the legal-tender notes. as | women, marching in provession, to send a 
far as the revenues are available for war deputation into. an office, factory, or shop, 
purpose. Until: this policy is adop / and ask the proprietors to sign an agree- 
shall only drift neurer and nearer to ine ment not to employ Chinese laborers, Here. 
time'when we shall be compelled to choose’ | and’ there, these. queer visitors find an 
between. an irredeemable. paper currency || independent . and willful citizen, 
and one redeemable in silver only. has the contage to say that he will manage 

Loe ee eet his business in his. own way. But, for the 
DALLYING WITHTHE TAX QUESTION, :| most part, those who do employ Chinese. 

The two most important subjects demand- | aré ready to apologize for and defend their 
ing the attention of ‘the Legislature of this | ‘action. @Vages are high in San Francisco, 
State at the present session are unquéstion- | as: compared with prices in the Eastern 
ably those of bringing. the railroads into | States. For example, the City Hall Com- 
propér subjection to law and effecting a ju- missioners lately adopted’ a resolution: fix- 
dicious revision of our system of taxation. | ing the pay of laborérs. employed in Jay- 
No one has ‘béen bold enough to maintain tag concrete pavement in the new city 
that the Tax laws are what they should be," | building,, at. $75. per month One of 
and that there is no occasion for doing any- | the business men who had been. waited 
thing in regard to them, and yet very time:| on by. a Sand. Lots committee told 
the subject is brought up there appears to | them that 15,000 laboring moncould make 
be # remarkable disinclination fo taking | $150 at mining on the Sacramento River, 
earnest action. The Governor called st- |'above Red Bluff; and this statement was 
tention to the glaring defects of the pres- | not contradicted. When the visitors from 
ent system, but, notwithstanding the. ‘fact | the Sand Lots demand the immediate dis- 
that it has been in operation for many }vharge of Chinese workers, the commonest 
years, that it has been \repeatedly investi- | reply is that the employers cannot compete 
gated, the existing evils pointed’ out by | with Eastern manufacturers who do not 
commissions and special committeés, and | employ Chinese® labor.’ A cigar: manufac- 
remédies more or less judicious many times |. turer, who'said that he began life as a boot- 
proposed, he had no’ better recommenda- } black, told his inquisitors that he had vain- 
tion to make than: that a new commission | ly tried to secure contracts with Eastern 
be. appointed to put the task over | dealers. to furnish him ‘with ‘cigars 
yet another year. The State Assess-,} at the rate of 1,000,000 per month, which 
ors, in their annual report, are emphatic | he. could sell in San Francisco, and sdase 
laws . as | his own manufacture, The committee did 
they stand, and ‘present specific statements | not seem to sée that this was an evasion of 
showing the inequalities and injustice of | their demand. , What they ask is that 
their operation, but. they, too, propose that | Chinese workmen shall be discharged and 
they be allowed to go on working injustice 
for the. present, taking: unduly ‘from one 
class, to the relief of another, while & com- 
mission attempts to see what can be done 
about it. In both branches of the Legisla- 
ture the same weakness is displayed, and 
the same desite to stave off grappling with’ 
the difficulty, and to throw the burden of 
preparing legislation upon # special body of 
mén, whose work would possibly stand little. 
better chance of adoption than that of their 
predecessors. 

A few men haye shown an appreciationof 
the pressing importance of the subject and 
have made persistent efforts to spur their 
fellow-legislators up toa discussion of it, 
at least, with.a view to evolving some basis 
of action that will stand a chance of finding 
acceptance.” But. ‘their efforts, thus. far, 
have been without avail. All. proposed 
measures have been quistly turned over to 
committees, without consideration of their 
merits, inthe evident hope that that would 
be. the last of them. .The attempt made 
near the beginning of the session to get the 
Finance Committee of the Senate to consider 
a definite: plan and report upon it in some 
shape was, after a. month’s delay, defeated 


vaneed rate of wages. On this point; one 
of the Sand Lots orators lately said that the 
white man who is willing. to work for less 
than $2 per day does not deserve to live. 
And this admirable . sentiment was cheered 
to the echo. 

One of thd inquisitive committees heard 
some sound sense from a Mr. J, W. Sonazr- 
FER, ‘a member of a Chinese-employing firm 
of cigar-makers, He said that he would 
sign no paper and submit to no dictation as 
to the manner in which his business was to 
be conducted... He had been a member 
and’ one) of -the founders of an anti- 
coolie association, and he shad seen 
his  fellow-members buying. fish © of 
Chinese dealers, and sending their clothing 
+o Chinese laundries,’ If the men of small 
means, who patronize the ‘ saloons,” would 
get the owners of those-places to. buy white- 
labor cigars, at'the rate of 1,000 a month, 


people of the middle and upper claases pat- 
ronize whitelabor. . The poorer people have 


who support them and keep. them 
here.” If boys, young. men, and young 
women would . learn. the | cigar-making 
bill.or otherwise” in ten days. “That this 
was regarded as mere trifling was shown by 
the fact that the: committee did nothing at 
all about it, and-to all appearances nobody 
expected it would. Then came. the joint 
special committee arrangement | for getting 
rid of the subject for the’ time being, and 
‘allpropositions ‘were turned, over to that 
body in advance ofits existence. It would be 


But, they - will not. do this <w 
and there are only 350 white men now in 
‘San Franciseo who ean be rated as cigar- 
makers. Obviously, this number. cetnot 
fill the demand for white labor... To man- 
age his business with an exclusive 
ment of white Isbor, Mr. SOHAEPFER: 


‘also threw a ray of light.on the 
tee devote itself to the ‘subject, if there | 
were better indications of ® purpose to get when: he offered ’ to prove by the “Render 
pay cancel 


persistently has the desire to have the 
ject turned over to @ commission, to ‘make | 
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itis nacmeotidi uaa ue ‘the interviews | 
between the visiting committees of the San 


‘who: 


white men taken -in their places at an ad-. 


they would’ be. supplied.. Said he : “* The’ 


to.go.to the Chinese, They are the onds 


trade, they ‘would get work in » plenty. 


Cigar-makere’ Union, 
are known as “white labor | 
Puce cee anne me | akan 


daty in regand.to-this subjest ought. to ‘pe | pulpit 
remembered, and those who shirk geht | 


“the factis notorious” that ‘perhaps a quar- 
ter, perhapsa half, of the educated wiinisters. 
in our leading evangelical “denominations” 
are cowardly hypocrites; It is true that he 


does not apply to them these plain epithets, 


but he accuses them of acts of whieh no 
man who is not-both a coward and a hypo- 
crite could bé guilty, - Obviously, the Rev. 
Wittiam Hayes Warp, D, D., shares: Mr. 
“Bor” InckRsort/s estimate of evangelical 
ministers, though hé lacks the boldness to, 
echo that eminent Western theologiay’s un 


trammeled epithets. * ‘ 


The: Rey. Winnie Haves Wako, D. Dd, 
chatges. that ‘‘perhapsa half” of his fel- 
Jow-ministers do. not believe the religion 
which they) preseh.. He himself has re- 
jected the old-fashioned theory: that : the 
Bible is the infallible word of God, and de- 
clares in the Independent that the story of 
the “fall of man told in Genesis is no more 
the reeord of actual occurrences than is the 
parable of the prodigal son.” This belief— 
or rather disbelief—he tells us, is shared 
by.‘ perhaps.a half” of all the educated 
evangelical ministers in this‘country. Now, 
when we remember that these men lack the 
courage toemulate Mr. Warp’s frank con- 
fession of skepticism, we must admit that 
they are cowards, and when to the coward- 
ice they add the hypocrisy of preaching a 
religion which’ they disbelieve, it is clear 
that they are cowardly hypocrites. 

Of course, it is idle to pretend that a min- 


4ster can be a believer in evangelical Chris- 


tianity who denies’ the inspiration of the 
Bible and ridieules the story of the fall. If 
the Bible,is not a revelation from Gop, and, 

therefore, infallibly true, all its assertions 
as to eternal life and the, way to secure it 
are simply the opinions of certain respect- 
able Jewish. writers, and are worth no moré’ 
than the opinions of ‘Tom, Dick, or Harry 
as to any subject concerning which these 
hypothetical persons know, and can know, 
nothing whatever. If the story of the fall 
is not trne, then* the religion taught: by 
Cupisr is based ons mistake. The whole 
theory of the need of a Divine Redeonier 
rests upon the theory of the fall of man, 
and if ADAM was a myth, CoRistT was unne- 
cessary. Probably, the Rev. WitiaM 
Haygs Warp, D. D., will admit that CxrisT 
was @ well-meaning teacher, and that, on 
the whole, his religion has been a benefit to 
the world, but when he rejects the story 
of the fall, ‘he must necessarily reject 
Curist’s atonement; and must Jook with 
pity upon St. Pauw as a feather-héaded en- 
thusiast, who might. have. avoided the be- 
trayal of hisignorancé made in his Epistles 


had he taken the pains to ascertain the 


mythical character of the story of the fall, 


before sitting down to write them. 


If.it be really true, as.the Rev. WinuiaM 
Hayss Wann, D, D., assets, that “perhaps 
a half of ‘the educated ministers in our 
leading ‘evangelical denominations” hold 
these opinions, itis a serious. sffair. Proba- 
bly, by “leading” evangelical denomina- 


tions” hé means the Presbyterian, Metho- 


‘dist, ‘and Baptist sects. Most people had 
supposed that, with’ the. exception: ‘of the 
‘occasional black sheep to be found in every 
fold, the ministers.of these denominations 


were really honest, God-fearing men. Th 


‘was simply impossible. This gentlem: = ‘ity, 
‘of some of the anti-Chinese. assosiations | grasp on 
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WOR 
dake applied to spe 


ductor. Mile. Marimon’s Luela ' was riot’ entirely : 


even in its excellence, Inthe first act she seemed 
either to be reserving, her powers, or, what ia.moré 


probable, to have not recovered tram te Sues Pah 


quiaite delieaey in the, “Perehe non ho del yauto, 
she was not as effective as in : seque 

numbers. The seeond act afforded her a dettes 
opportunity, which she improved, and pearey 


in the'mad seene of the third act, she showed the ; 


of ‘her voies and er 
a& vocalist.’ It was «a beautiful 
petformative, and would have been counted 
supremely. good in -any ‘one else, .. though 
thé public have ‘learned to expeet something phe- 
nomenal from: her, and are hardly prepared for 
anything.less. At the conelusion of the:mad ‘seone 
she was several times recalled and applauded 
in the warmest and most genuine manner. 


quality 
abilities: as 


As to Campanini’s. Edgardo, there was. evidently 


no difference of opinion in the house. His ‘acting 
was not the least effective part of his performance, 
and . was © one ot the most powerful dramatie ~~ 


efforts to be seen on any stage. To be a réally great 
acter in’ opera is ‘a far more difficuld® task 


than is generally understood. Where every 1 apes 


must. be delivered. in fixed time 


tones, and every movement must be measured. 

coe gy Fe azo of the music, it is very easy 80. 
intensity and dramatic vigor seem awkward oF: F 

a Por these reasons, probably, 80 few: 


operatic artists, comparatively speaking, attempt to 
make @ feature of their: acting, and so very few 
are ab all successful. If Signor Campanini ‘were 
but an indifferent singer his Edgardo last night 
would .still ‘have deserved to. take rank with the 
highest of dramatic achievements. But as he was 
in good voles and, sang with. his «custom 
ary taste and spirit, there is nothing buf 
praise to. record. Signor Galassi was entirely sat 
isfactory’ as Ashton, bat Signor Behrens. was: 


not up to his asuai standard in his aria in the third: 


act, The “Ohi mi frena” was superbly sung by all. 
thé artists; and excited a storm of applause, which » 


made a partial repetition of the scene imperative, 


—_——_—»_—_—— 
JOSEFFY’S CHOPIN CONCERT. | 

The many admirers of Herr Joseffy’s piano- 
playing enjoyed an excellent opportunity to’ healt. 
this artist at his bess last night at Chiskering ‘Halk 


in ’w progamime which contained Chopin’s B minor — 


concerto, F minor conesrto, and the ‘* Andante’ Spt” 


anato,” and " Polonaise.” Joseffy-plays Chopin with 
rare taste and expression, and evidently feels at easein 
his’ works. He had a very good small orchestra, 


under Mr. Carlberg’s direction, to sustain him and.“ 
showed no traces of the recent’ accident whieh 


Prevented; his touchiag the piano for” several. - 
weeks. The audience . was large, and: of tha’ 


dame muéleal character and  intellighnes that 
havé  diatingnished® the previous ‘ee a 
many of -the best-known professional 4 
amateur pianists being present, As to the: 


Fe 


of Joseftf’s performance there is nothing ¢ > be. 


added to what has been said.before, The same mar 


yelous technique; perfeet aceuracy, and freedomr 
‘were, all as. noticeable as before, and 
epitirn Minsk eanagetwbboonreg beg ‘as 
pianiasimo passages as distinet crisp as others, 
which is one of Joseffy’s most marked character 
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